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undervalue either Mohammed or his book: "The Euro-
pean infidel will peruse with impatience the endless
incoherent rhapsody of fable, and precept, and declamation,
which seldom excites a sentiment or an idea, which sometimes
crawls in the dust, and is sometimes lost in the clouds. The
Divine attributes exalt the fancy of the Arabian Missionary,
but his loftiest strains must yield to the sublime simplicity of
the book of Job." Certainly,, even in style, and merely as a com-
position, it would stand no comparison with the Hebrew
Scriptures; but we should recollect that their magnificent
imagery of the prophets, and their inspired conceptions of the
Deity, were alike unknown to Mohammed and his hearers,
whose " ignorance," to use the words of Gibbon, was "incapable
' of comparing the productions of human genius." The highest
and most disinterested testimony to its literary superiority is
that ofLebid, one of the seven celebrated poets, whose poems
were called OVSW cc Suspended," because hung on the Caaba ;
and he is said, on heading one of the most poetical surahs, the 55th
(the Merciful), to have declared that such a composition must
have been inspired. Long after, being called upon by the Khalif
Omar to repeat one of his poems, lie recited the commencement
of the second : " This is the book in which there is no doubt a
guide to those who fear, to those who believe in what is secret,
and who keep up prayer, and who, out of what we have provided
them with, spend [in alms], and they who believe in what has
been sent down to thee ; and in what has been sent down tot
them before thee, and, with regard to the next world, feel sure ?
These are under the guidance of their Lord, and these shall
prosper."* And he added, that after he had read this he
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